FIELD NATURALISTS’ CLUB OF BALLARAT 


EXCURSION/ NEWS SHEET 


MAY 1980 


Meeting ... 2nd MAY: 
Meeting .. 6th JUNE: 
Excursion 


4th MAY: 
Excursion . 8th JUNE: 


"Volcanoes in the Ballarat Area" ~ Speaker 

Mr. P. Day. 

Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture — "Naturalists 

and the Nullabor" — Miss H. Aston. 

Venue: St. Paul's Hall. 

"Geology, Durham Lead" — Leader Mr. P. Day.— Half-day. 
Half-day - Lake Wendouree. 


Half Day Excursions leave Crockers Corner at 1.30 p.m. 
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President: Mr, R. BORCH Phone 42 8630; Meetings, as specified, are held In the Adminkstrat- 
? Jon Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Vice-President: Dr. F, HARRAP Phone 30165] Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 


Secretary: Miss H, BURGESS Phone 3] 2210; EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 


Treasurer: Mr. §, REYNOLDS, 
Editor Mr. J. NETHERWAY. 


CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSYRONG STREETS, 
Phone 327721 BALLARAT. AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
Phone 327296 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY, : 


CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF VICTORIA 


The next C.C.V. meeting is at Maryborough on 23rd May. 


Members might like to visit our display in the "GROUP OF THE MONTH" 
project at the Ballarat Education Centre, Hopetoun St. (behind St. 
Paul's Church and Hell) frem April 28th to May 9th. 


The Mid-Murray Field Naturalists' Trust will host the August meeting 
of the W.V.F.N.C.A. at Wood Wood (beside the Murray River, 23 miles 

north of Swan Hill on the Murray Valley Highway) from August 15th - 

17th. 


Venue : Kulkie Kulkie Scout Camp, Accommodation $1 per night. There . 
is a caravan park opposite, adjoining a Flora Reserve. 


Enquiries may be made to Mrs. Grace Willoughby, Nyah 050 — 30 2644. 


Members are advised of a 15 day Central Australian Safari to visit _ 
Wilpena Pound, MacDonnell Ranges, Ayres lock and the Olgas, planned 
for naturalists and nature photographers. Run by Kingston tours, 
Stawell, in co-operation with the W.V.F.N.C.A., some of the proceeds 
go to the A.C, Beauglehole Publishing Fund. Brochures available 
from the secretary. 


Cliff Beauglehole's "Distribution and Conservation of Native Vascular 
Plants in the Corangamite-Otway Area, Victoria", is available at 34 
per copy. 


A new addition to our library is "Field Guide to the Non-marine 
Molluscs of South Eastern Australia", by Brian J. Smith and Mon C. 
Kershaw. Members will recall Dr. Smith's February lecture "Australian 
Land and Freshwater Snails". ; 
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MR. GREG BINNS TALK . 
TO BALLARAT FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB, FRIDAY 28 MARCH 
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"SOME APPLICATIONS OF BIRD WATCHING" 


Our group holds Greg Binns highly in our esteem as an enthusiastic 
member whose knowledge has been gained from a life-time in the field 
watching birds. (Greg later confirmed this in his talk when he 
referred to the first diary he started in 1942.) 


To start his talk, Greg quoted from a British ornithologist, James 
Fisher, who asks the question — why is it that people from many 
diverse occupations and professions become fascinated in bird 
watching. For some it is a tradition, an art, a science, a hobby 
or perhaps a bore, yet birds have been the theme through literature 
through the ages. Our folk legends, poetry, songs all portray the 


beauty and appeal of the colour, shape, Song, habitat, flight of 
birds. 


Te become methodical and scientific about our bird watching, we 

were encouraged to start simple notes either on file cards or ina 
book. Our view from the kitchen window can develop into a laboratory 
where our observations can begin. Simple facts about size and 
peculiar markings of ao bird; where the bird perches; whether it 
sings before or after a feed; the time of day, the place and 
position of nest and materials used all help to build up a fund of 
information to be extended as our expertise develops. 


Once this expertise and interest is there it can be used very 
profitably. The Royal Australian Ornithologist Union has a project 
underway to publish a bird atlas in 1982 which will have records of 
the distribution patterns and conservuetion of birds throughout 
Australia. To enable this atlas to be drawn up, maps of Australia 
were divided into degree grids — for the Victorian recording, the 
map was divided into ten minute grids which cover approximately 15 
kilometres by 18 kilometres in area. Besides noting sightings of 
birds, the nesting and breeding of euch species is also recorded. 


The C.S.1.R.0, bird banding program is another way of recording 
distribution and migration of birds. Members were advised te return 
the band if a bird is found dead and write giving the number of 
band and state the place where the bird was found or sighted. 


In the slides which followed his talk Greg was able to show the 


diverse habitats and nesting sites he has visited while participating 
in the R.A.O.U. mapping programme or his favourite haunts of Clunes 
Swamp or Fell's Gully. Some slides gave us an introduction to types 
of birds on the seashore that could be observed by members attending 
the W.V.F.N.C.A. camp out at Port Campbell. 


Along with the photo-copy handout of a page from Paddy Bourke's 

1955 book "Elementary Bird Study" which gives many more guidelines to 
follow as we start on our bird watching, we were encouraged to 

become more careful and aware of detail when observing the birds 
that are around us. 


_ Thank you, Greg. 
Margaret Tonkin. 
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"BIRD EXCURSION" TO MARYBOROUGH, MAY 10th 1980 
ee OY 


Over the past year, I have visited Mosquito Flat at Maryborough some 
20 times. It is a very good area for honeyeaters and lorikeets and 
for occasional sightings of Gilbert's Whistler, red capped robin, 
white backed swallow, letter winged Kite, etc. 


I should like to visit the Maryborough area (more especially 
Mosquito Flat) on a regular basis with those members who are keen on 
bird watching and with some students from the B.C.A.E. As far as 
possible these visits would be on a monthly besis and on a Saturday 
that does not interfere with regular club outings. 


Maryborough are keen to help with any eventual project e.g. 
relationship of the flowering trees to the honeyeaters or lorikeets 
present. As a result they will arrange a special day's birding for 
the two clubs on May 10th; from Maryborough Post Office at 9.30 a.m 
This will mean leaving the Civic Car Park (meet near the steam 
engine) promptly by 8.30 a.m. 

F.E.G. Harrap. 
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SYLLABUS CARDS are available now. When stamped by the Treasurer 
they are your pass to borrow from our library. 
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EXCURSION 30.3.1980 


Members of the Ballarat Field Naturalist's Club spent a delightful 


afternoon wandering in Mr. Alan Sonsie's arboretum at Springmount, 
near Creswick, 


The well established native trees are pleasantly integrated with 
exotics and provide a haven for a rich and varied birdlife and 
numerous native animals. 


The land at the northern fringe lies in a green fern filled valley 
with its own hard water spring. Gravel tree clad slopes comprise 
the remainder of the block. 


Members greatly admired a tall and beautiful Angrophera intermedia, 
in full flower and with smooth bark and white showy flowers. 


Particularly noteworthy too was an Acacia triptera, the spurwing 
wattle. In Victoria, this wattle is a rare plant where it is. 
confined to granite ridges in the Warby Ranges. 


Eucalyptus ficifolias were flowering profusely and were filled with 
flocks of golden winged New Holland Honeyeaters that were Singing, 
feeding and flying amongst the blossom. 


Just a few of the other plants noted were : 

— Bunya Pine - member of the Monkey Puzzle family. 

~- Salix tortuosa - commonly called twisted willow. 

- Nothofagus cunninghamii - the myrtle beech — an attractive 
leafy tree with branches in flat fernlike sprays. 

— Acacia terminalis — the sunshine wattle. 

~- Banksia ericifolia - a splendid specimen with many flower 
heads and greatly admired by members. 

- Hakea sericea — gnarled and beautiful. 

- Glastonbury Hawthorn — the name derived from the legend of 
Joseph of Aramathea who came over to Glastonbury and founded a 
church there. He is stated to have planted a graft from the 
Sacred Thorn there. 

- Pittosporum eugenioides — the lemonwood — these small trees 
housed many nests of sleepy ring tail possums. 


Mr. Sonsie's arboretum contains a wealth of information for the 


‘nature lover. We thank him for being a most helpful and knowledge 


able guide and for his interesting anecdotes relating to the trees 
and to the history of his arboretum. 


Pat. Murphy. 


PORT CAMPBELL CAMP—~OUT 


Highlights of the W.V.F.N.C. are the camp-outs, none more so than 
the Autumn camp-out, this year at Port Campbell. 


We arrived at the Guide House on the Sherbrooke River on Friday 
night, then to Port Campbell for the dance and supper, then home. 
With perfect weather for the week-end we started with an early 
morning ramble along the coast. In the coastal heaths were many 
honey—eaters and other small birds, and also two wallabies. A 
visit to the Bay of Islands and a spot of beach-combing, then to 
Clifton where the cliffs have collapsed, followed by another beach— 
walk to the mud cliffs to see several fossil sea-shells. 


In the evening some of us visited Melba Gully to see the glow-worms 
which really are the larvae of fly-like insects called fungus gnats. 
This is a fantastic sight on the banks of the creek and elsewhere. 
There are thousands of tiny bluish lights which "go out" if the worm 
is disturbed in any way. Then back to Port Campbell, some very 
interesting slides, and supper. 


Sunday saw us off to Melba Gully and its beech trees, blackwoods, 


and further up, messmates, all shading a riot of small trees and 
some of our most heautiful ferns. 


Lunch followed, and we said our farewells to the stirring sound of 

bagpipes. 

Our thanks to our hosts, the Timboon Club for a job well done. 
Lindsay Fink. 


’ BRISBANID RANGIS OUTING 


On a lovely sunny Saturday afternoon a small group of us went to the 
Brisbane Ranges in search of Autumn orchids. Due to the dry 
conditions the orchids were not numerous and were very small. a 


The autumn greenhood Pterostylis revoluta, the dwarf greenhood 

P, nana, and the autumn bird-orchid Chiloglottis reflexa were 

sighted along Track 21. Birds seen included numerous crimson 
rosellas, several honeyeaters, and a pair of powerful owls which atk 
our day. There was also a koela in a black wattle. 


= 


From Track 21 we moved to Saw-pit Gully Road in search of the dark 
midge-orchid Prasophyllum nigricans. These orchids are very samll 
being about 4 inches high with a flowering head 4 inch long with 
numerous small flowers. Further on we met a young couple who had 
mislaid a small boy and there our search for orchids ended. The boy 
was found at 9.30 p.m. safe and well. 

: Lindsay Fink. 


Footnote : Lindsay's expert knowledge of the area proved invaluable 
to the search and rescue squad who found the boy 5 miles from the 
place from which he had wandered 5 hours earlier. 

: Editor. 
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THE JOYS OF A "NATURAL" NATURALIST 


Being a Field Naturalist doesn't always involve remembering scientific 
and botanical names, and identifying all that one sees. Especially 
if one is accompanied by grandchildren. 


We went for a walk "on the farm" recently, to the big dam situated 
well away from the road. The dam is fed by a creek and banked up one 
end. There we saw 63 beautiful mountain ducks, 13 black swans, 60 
black ducks, coots and several unidentified small water fowl. The 
"mounties" took off in two perfect formations after spotting us. The 
black ducks and swans glided majestically by in the opposite 
direction to which we were walking. Then changed direction as we 
reversed our way. This happened several times — quite comical, just 
like onlooker's heads turning back and forth at a tennis HENS only 
in slow motion. 


Next we spotted a young fox (rare in the area) and, keeping a sheep 
between it and us, we "stalked" it until the sheep moved on. Then 
we followed it for nearly a kilometre, flattening to the ground 
whenever it looked our way. We had the advantage of being up-wind 
and he wasn't even suspicious. After pouncing on and eating four 
field mice on the way, the fox was friskier than ever, but we were 
exhausted. We had got to within an incredible 5 metres from him. 
Finally we decided to shout a greeting to our wily friend to see how 
fast he would go. And he didn't disappoint us as he shot up the rise 
like an arrow from a bow, and into his hole in the side of a low 
hill. : 

Bet. Gray. 


ON THE BEACHES 


- A small rather beautiful shearwater, sooty on the back 

and pure white underneath, found on Cape Otway in February, 
has been identified as the Fluttering Shearwater (Puffinus 
gavin), a visitor from New Zealand and one of several closely 
related species. We had difficulty identifying this bird | 
with certainty as the bill seemed to be that of Hutton's 
Shearwater (Puffinus huttoni) in Slater and other charact— 

eristics gave surprising indications that it could be the 

Manx Shearwater (Puffinus puffinus), common in Europe but 

extremely rare in these parts with only an accidental 

recording. -Apparently we are not the only ones puzzled by 

this as some scientists have recommended that the species 

be merged into one species (Puffinus puffinus), and the 
Museum has had quite a few queries lately about identificat- 

ion. Mr. Harold McEvey said the distinguishing features 

were the undersides of the bill and the axillary feathers. 

Despite the rather "high" condition of the bird, the 

specimen has gone into their collection. The Entymologists | 
were interested in the discovery of a passenger which had ! 
boarded the carcase — a Devil's Coach-horse beetle, which 

has also gone into the Museum collection. These beetles, 

not often seen, are carrion feeders and emit a foul odour 

when disturbed. This could have contributed to the rather 

odiferous nature of the offering Greg so kindly transported 
to Melbourne. | 


Details of the banded Penguin found in March, and mentioned 
in March newsletter : s 


The band was from o Little Penguin (or Fairy Penguin), 
banded at Summerland, Phillip Island, in February by the 
Penguin Study Group of the Victorian Ornithological Research 
Group. In one month it had travelled 210 km. WSW to Cape 
Otway. 


Margaret Rotheram 


